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With a private spa hotel and a public bathhouse, Ciel Rouge Création révea/Lsﬁs/

the two faces of beauty on Japan’s Shikoku island - /
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Known for its rocky coastline,
pummeling waves, and thrash-
ing winds. Japan’s southern Shi-
koku idand seems an odd spot
for a spa. S0 why did cosmetics
legend Shu Uemura make the
istand’s ity of Muroto the lo-
cation of his Ulogo Diep Sea
Therapy Center & Hotel? First
off, his facton y i5 there. Second,
pamps nght offshore deliver
pare, mianeral-rich water from
the depths of the Pacific—an
¢luar 4 to benelit both digl:—s-
tson and complexion. Turns out
Murcto’s rough waters are per-
fect for cullivating smoath skin.
To design the Uleco, his first
such undertaking, Uemaira ©on-
tacted architect Henri Gueydan,
principal of Ciel Rouge Création.
He and fellow principal Fumiko
Rancko, the lirm's business man-
ager, were well acquainted with
Uemura, having already com-
pleted hes vacation home, —
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several makeup boutiques, and
the Murolo Factory Museun,
a showcase for the company's
Geep-503 Waler moisturizers,
facial sprays, and creams.
Cocupying a narrow strp of
property between mountains
and coast, the 35000-square-
fool Uloco project ripphes across
the lancscape (o "accentuate the
area’s natural beauty and redlect
the smooth, Muid movernent of

water,” Gueydon says. Or opt
for a snake image, with the oval
therapy center a6 the snake's
head. Undulating pracefully
behind, a ribban of 17 hotel
rooms lerminates at a smaller
pavibon, wihich curves dround
to house lobby, boutique, and
restaurant. The enting stracture
is concrete, raw at the base and
painted white above.,

Inside, Kanelo says, “Beery-
thing is also white, like a can.
vas,” Or almost everything, On
entering the lobby, you can’l
miss the reception desk with
its matching armechairs, all kac-
quered in Uemura-woethy lip-
stick red. Cross the polished
concrete floor, past Lhe spare
white boutique, and arrive in the
restaurand. Thatl's where, silling
on white-upholstered chairs,
ireshiy extoliated guests might
s1p green tea—brewed with
deep-sea waler, of Course,

The restaurant’s infand wall
has only porthole windows.
“They remind you of moons,”
Gueydon says. “The shape has
a soothing effect on the spirit.”
Facing the ocean is a curving
glass wall shaded by a roof over-
hanp. Palm trees solten the
concrete-paved terrace.

In the guest rooms. broad win-
dows open up the view toward
the eCean—unchatructed by
the low built-in seating beneath.
Upholsiery and bedspreads give
each room a splash of individu-
ality: Their [loral patterns comee
I moss green and unguoise —-



o other rich combinaticns. The
dominam paletie, however, stays
hushed and neutral, Walls and
cabingls are while, bathroom
tiles off-white, and carpets beige.

Sorne sulles have paivale
Rl [UoE, bul the main allraction
i naturally the therapy center.
Ringing the perimeter of Lhis
part of the building, troptment
rooms offer everything lrom
hammam-style steam o jot
baths and hydro-rmassage. Al
the building's heart is the soak-
ing, poct, whete views again con-
necl guests 1o the horizon—and
the source of the water they've
come to hxuriate in, (It's heated
to body lemperature.)

Tiwe leved of luxury barely
decreases next ¢oor to Utoco,
at the public bathhguse Cial
Rouge desipned simultanecusly
for the city of Murcto. Called
the Bade Haug, it oomprises
three oval pavilicns. The main
one contains the seaking pocl,
with the same pebbled surmound
a5 Lhe Utoca’s and, along the
perimeter, individual stations
for massape and water gym-
nastics. Copping cach bailding,
an exposed timber ceiling re-
sembles an upturned hull.

“The Bade Haus is like three
boats on the beach,” Gueydon
says. “The Uloco is like a lcarmy
white wave ™ o
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